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The giant mole rat (Tachyoryctes macrocephalus) is a fossorial rodent endemic to the Afroalpine zone of the
Bale Mountains, Ethiopia, where it Is an important prey of the endangered Ethiopian wolf (Canis simensis).
Its subterranean lifestyle is not as strict as in other species of the genus, among which it is the largest one,
reaching body mass of around 1 kg. It forages aboveground, usually in the immediate vicinity of burrow
openings. Locally it can reach extremely high population densities, which makes it a key factor altering the
ecosystem. It is thought to be threatened by overgrazing of its habitat by domestic livestock.
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Fig 2. Plant cover (a) and soil hardness (b) on sites with marks of mole rat activity of ~ feature Is a pasture of domestic livestock. Its impact on rodent

different age. Green bars represent the end of wet season, yellow bars represent the ~ populations is yet unclear. Likely relationships between the most
advanced dry season Important components of the ecosystem are depicted in Fig 3.
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