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Objectives

rondel or its surrounding area?

Introduction

*ESRI*.

The Late Neolithic rondel in Vchynice was part of the settle-
ment area situated in northwestern Bohemia investigated in the
years 2008-2009 under leadership of Marek Pdlpan (UAPPSZ
Most). The rondel ditch contained evidence of settlement from
the LBK period (Linear Pottery culture) and from both chronologi-
cal stages of the Stroked Pottery culture (5100/5000-4500/4400

Rondels in the Czech Republic (SBK - blue colour;
MMK/MOG - red colour) Vchynice site is marked by
number 21). Map source: Earth Satellite Corporation

cal BC) — the Early and Late STK. The osteological material from
the rondel ditch was among other compared to the assemblage

from the clay pit (feature 35, the largest settlement feature
at Vchynice) from STK — early/late group. It is also assumed that
the clay pit was filled over a longer period of time. Also potsherds
from f. 35 shared similar characteristics with those from the

rondel ditch.

Clay pit (feature 35) in Vv;hynice. Photo by M. Pllpan.

Results
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Wethering stages
Share of animal bones and teeth (% N) damaged by
weathering, found in the rondel ditch and clay pit
(feature 35) at Vchynice. Undamaged finds (cate-
gory 0), the most heavily damaged finds (category
5). The weathering stages defined by Behrens-
meyer (1978) were used.

In the osteological material from the
both contexts the bovid bones and
burnt bones were similarly repre-
sented, but there were different pro-
portion of small ungulates (sheep,
goats and pigs) and game animals bo-
nes (at least in the rondel).
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Bossp. Sus sp. Ovis/Capra

Determined animal species detected in the
rondel ditch at Vchynice. NISP (number
of identified specimens).
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Animal bones and teeth (N) divided into ana-
tomical groups, found in the rondel ditch
at Vchynice.

Is the osteological material from the rondel ditch in Vchynice somehow
exceptional in a way that suggests a special function (ritual space) for the

The total number of rondels known in the Czech Republic accounts more
than 30. They display a number of differences cencerning form and size. The
majority of which are from SBK (Stroke Pottery culture) sites in Bohemia, less
from MMK (Moravian Painted Ware culture) sites in Moravia. The largest
concentration of rondels has been documented in the lowlands, with altit-
udes lower than 350 m above sea level and in the basins of the Elbe in
Bohemia and the Dyje in Moravia and their tributaries. The presumptive
function of rondels could have been economic, social, military or sacral.
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A part of the rondel ditch in Vchynice. Photo
by M. Palpan.

Methods

A total of 2,231 animal bones and teeth
excavated in Vchynice were subjected to species
and anatomical determination. The age of ani-
mals, butchering traces and impact of the bio-
stratinomic factors (e.g. weathering, permine-
ralization, burning or root etching) were also re-
gistred. In the studied rondel ditch were con-
tained 667 fragments of mammalian bones and
teeth.

Calibrated date (calBC)

Calibrated radiocarbon dating from animal bones found in
rondel ditch at Vchynice. Designed by T. Goslar (Poznar
Radiocarbon Laboratory).

Conclusions

The analysis of animal remains from the rondel ditch and from the other
relatively current settlement features in Vchynice confirmed only domestic
animals - cattle, pigs and sheep/goats, but with the different proportions.
The bovid bones were strongly represented in the rondel ditch, while the
remains of smaller ruminants were rather rare. Moreover, the bones
of hunted animals were missing.

The fragments of skulls, teeth and autopodial bones (including the burnt
ones) prevailed in rondel just like the other objects from STK. Therefore we
can not talk about any rondel exceptionality relating to its ritual functions.

The frequency of bone damaged by weathering differed significantly. The
obvious majority (99.4 %) of the rondel ditch was represented by the bone
findings damaged by weathering, in clay pit it was significantly lower
(18.8 %). This could be explained by a long history of material accumula-
tion in the rondel ditch.

The biostratinomic factors markedly influenced the taxonomic identifica-
tion. The bones of small ungulates and wild mammals decay more easily,
therefore they are difficult to identify. We can not deduce the ritual killing
of cattle at a supposed sacred space from the absolute dominant preva-
lence skeletal remains of bovids.
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